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DECEMBER 2025-JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER 

 Founded September 9, 1974; LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATING CHAPTER 

CELEBRATING 52YEARS IN 2026 

      IN THIS ISSUE 

• Chief’s Message •    The Avanti II 

• Calendar of Events •     Help Hank 

• Junk Yard Tour •     Trivia 

• Fall Meet Recap •      Why Join POCI 

• New Members •      Sponsors 

Three Classics getting ready for winter: The shop owner’s ‘49 Nash (unibody with 
8,000 welds), KSC Newsletter Editor’s ‘48 Streamliner, and a customer’s ‘89 Mercedes. 
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Jim Adams   

Joe Adams 73 & 74 GrandAm 

Rick Anthony 78 TA 

Keith Bauer  

Kevin Blevins 71 GTO 

John Bollinger  

Robert Davis 70 GTO 

Bob Englebert 65 GTO 

Walton Hill 57 Convertible 

Michael McGourney 68 GTO 

Greg Merksamer  

Michael Nester  

Paul Schneck 07 Solstice 

Clete Stell 40 DeLuxe 

Doug Ulrich 74 GP 

Bryon & Lauren Wieder 32 Sport Coupe 

Elizabeth Wimmer 66 GTO 

Murray Klein 67 Firebird 

  

  

  

Kim Uranko 56 Star Chief 

Rich Joyce 56 3-Seat Wagon 

Lonnette & Richard  
   Boccella 

71 GTO 

  

  

Welcome New Members 

Returning Previous Members 
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BEST OF SHOW, Ken Chwal’s 
1957 GMC Pickup 

CLICK HERE FOR ALL THE FALL MEET PHOTOS 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mw893aEBJ84mejoeA
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Jan. 24, 2026, Saturday: Membership Meeting at Bird-In-Hand Fire 
Company, 11am start.  Contact Jim Martin at:                         
jamesamartin@comcast.net 

2026 UPCOMING EVENTS 

GET EVENT INFO AND PRE-REGISTER ON THIS WEBSITE 

www.kscpoci.org 

SEE US ON FACEBOOK: 
 Keystone State Chapter of Pontiac Oakland GMC Club 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

-Feb-March 2026: Jan. 15th 
-April-May 2026:March 15th 

-June-July 2026: May 15th 

 
HOW ABOUT YOU, YES, YOU 
WRITING AN ARTICLE ABOUT 
YOUR CAR or CARS, AND HOW 
YOU CAME TO HAVE THEM? 

SAVE THE DATES:                                                                                    
—Sunday, June 7th, GM on Display (possible alternate May 31st)    
—POCI Convention June 23-27                                                             
—Sunday, August 2nd, Das Awkscht Fescht Club Day                      
—Sunday, September 27th or October 4th for the Fall Meet 

Saturday, December 6th: Christmas Party at Bird-in-Hand            
Restaurant, Bird-In-Hand, PA.  Contact Jim Martin at 717-940-0529 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3905782356347951/
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APPEAL FOR HELP 

KSC member and frequent event host, Hank Hallowell will be restoring the 1st Floor 
Showroom space in his Pontiac dealership building, returning it to a vintage/period 
showroom. This area is currently a day spa/salon. 
 
For those familiar with his building, it had been a Pontiac/Oakland dealership        
beginning in the mid 20’s thru the early ‘70’s. 
 
Hank is looking for any photographs of the interior showrooms of dealerships from 
the 40’s through 70’s. This will give him some insight/guidance into what a show-
room may have looked like so that he can end up with a final product that is appro-
priate for building. 
 
Contact Hank at: gymrat.hank@gmail.com 

mailto:gymrat.hank@gmail.com
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PONTIAC AND GMC TRIVIA 

Did you know about Canadian built Pontiacs? 
 

A car guy friend of mine (who knows I am a Pontiac lover) sent me a video of one of those “bring a   
trailer” episodes where they go to pick up a barn find (shed in this case) of a 1937 Pontiac 4-door sedan.  
My friend said that in the video the engine looked like what was in his first car, a ’51 Chevy.  But wait, 
didn’t Pontiacs use flat heads (side valve engines) from 26-54?  He was right to question this, and a 
quick Google search verified that the ’37 was made in Canada where they used sometimes shorter and 
narrower Chevy chassis’ and the Chevy overhead valve 6 cylinder.  
 

The factory fitted Pontiac front sheet metal to the nose and a few changes on the dash, then the rest was 
Chevy. I have seen a ’56 Canadian Pontiac (called a Pathfinder) with a stick 6 cylinder when in the US 
you got a 316 ci V-8 (option to have 2-4’s). Why make (sort of) unique Pontiacs in Canada?  Canadian 

Did you know about GMC V-8 Engines: 

GMC was the ultimate user of other division’s engines; however, the division did have its own unique 

V8 engine, the GMC 637, produced from 1965 to 1973.   Starting in 1955 through 1958, they used     

Pontiac engines in the smaller trucks – 287 (‘55), 316 (‘56), 347 (’57, which in Pontiac cars came in 2 & 

4bbl, 3-2’s, and fuel injection), and in ‘58 GMC reduced the bore on the 370 to make it 336ci (don’t ask 

why).  Canadian built trucks used Chevy engines, starting with the 265 in ’55.  Also, starting in ’55, the 

larger trucks used the Olds Rocket 88 at 324ci. Then in ’57 – ‘59 the engine grew to 370ci. 

Chevy’s small-block series was used in the smaller trucks starting in 1959, through 2003, up to 400ci.  

GMC also shared Chevy big-block V8 from 1968 through 2009 in the larger trucks. Beginning in 1999, 

GMC began offering GM's LS-based "small-block" V8 engine in various models. 

In 2001, GMC began offering the same turbocharged diesel Duramax V8 engines as were available in 

similar Chevy trucks. The engine family was co-developed by GM Powertrain and Isuzu and has gone 

through numerous iterations through the years. Duramax engines are paired with a heavy-duty         

automatic transmission from GM's Allison division. 

Pontiac started making cars in 

Canada in 1926, only a few 

months after the initial introduc-

tion in the US.  Until 1958 the 

general pattern was to graft 

Pontiac bodies and dash boards 

on to Chevy chassis, using Chevy 

6’s and V-8’s.  Starting in the 

‘50’s Canadian Pontiacs carried 

names such as Pathfinder, Lau-

rentian, Parisienne, Strato 

Chief, Acadian, and Beaumont 

(Chevelles).  This continued un-

til 1970, after the 1965 Automo-

tive Products Trade Agreement 

(Auto Pact) made it more cost-
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Getting In To Junk 
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https://www.poci.org/
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SPONSORSHIPS 

 
The Keystone State Chapter is looking for sponsors for our newsletter.  For $25 a 
year (January-December) we will run a business card ad in all our newsletters and 

post the card on our bulletin board at our shows.  If you are interested in               
advertising with us or if you know of someone who might be interested, please take 

a copy of our Sponsorship letter to them (print out the letter on the next 
page).  Some examples of who to ask would be your local auto parts store,        

hardware store, automotive service or body shops, we will even take restaurants. 

Click on the chapter logo below to go directly to the web site or printout form on page 14 

http://www.kscpoci.org/
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https://www.theshedstorebernville.com/
https://bernvilleautopartsandrepair.com/
https://www.billshotrodshop.com/
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IN CASE YOU COULD USE A LAUGH 
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Editor:   
Richard Stover 
2314 Fonthill Ct. 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
kscpociinfo@gmail.com 

2024 and 2025 Officers and Directors: 
 
President: Tom Wright  
Vice President: Sandy Kemp 
Treasurer: Richard Stover 
Secretary:  Karen Britton 
Director: Ken Fernsler 
Director: Bill McIntosh 
Director: Jim Martin 
Director: vacant 
Director: Stephan Leibert 
Co-Activities Director: Ralph Keller 
Co-Activities Director: George Burbage 
Newsletter Editor: Richard Stover 
Chapter Historian: Ralph Keller 
Promotional Sales:  George & Amy 
   Burbage 
Display Board: Ken Fernsler 

Keystone State Chapter Membership Information 
For general information, contact Karen Britton at  

kscmembership@gmail.com 
 
For Pontiac-Oakland Club International information go to 

www.poci.org or email: pociworldhq@aol.com  
 

Annual POCI dues are $45.00 and includes a high quality 
color magazine. 

 

Check out our web site:  www.kscpoci.org 

T 

T
 

Annual Chapter dues are $20.00 payable in January.   
It is recommended that you be a member of the P.O.C.I. 

along with being a member of the  
Keystone State Chapter.   

Pay on line at www.kscpoci.org or 
Send dues payable to KSC-POCI, c/o Sandra Kemp;  

1603 S. Main St.; Bechtelsville, PA 19505  

mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com

