
1 of 9PageSpring 2015 see www.kscpoci.org for events, photos, and much more

Spring 2015 PONTIACTION

Eisenhower’s Packard 
Staff car used in Europe
in the Bulgari Collection

41 Pontiac in 
the Bulgari 
Collection

Replica of the 
Quakertown RR Station 

at the RR Museum

HO Scale General Purpose 
(GP) road switcher at the 

RR Museum
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Saturday,  April 25th Spring Tour #2; See details elsewhere in the newsletter

Sunday, May 3rd GM on Display, Macungie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA.
Preregistration end date is April 27th.  Contact Don Haley at 
610-608-7904 or rfhaley@gmail.com  See form in this newsletter.

Saturday, June 20th Performance Years All Pontiac show in Lansdale, PA
We are checking on the show and if it will happen since PY and 
Ames have joined together.  Stay tuned. 

Saturday, July 17 Mid-Summer meeting and fun time at Knoebel’s Grove Amusement 
Park.  Details to follow

Tuesday, July 21 thru 
Saturday, July 25

POCI Convention, Louisville, KY.  See www.POCI.org

Sunday, August 2nd Das Awkscht Fescht, Macungie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA.  Pre-
registration ONLY by July 1st.  Contact Don Haley at 610-608-7904 
or rfhaley@gmail.com or http://www.awkscht.com

Sunday, September 27th Fall Meet at AW Golden’s FasTrac car care center on the north side 
of Reading.  Preregistration deadline is September 20th. Survivor 
class pre-registered ONLY.  Contact Frank Kemp at 610-367-6664 or 
fkemp@dejazzd.com; also see www.pontiacfallmeet.com 

 Saturday, October 17 or 24 Fall Tour, TBD

Friday, November 27th Junk Yard Tour, TBD

Saturday, December 5th Christmas Party; Bird-In-Hand Family Restaurant, east of Bird-In-
Hand and the underpass on HY340; 12:30-4, dinner at 1; $25/
person, $10 for age 12 & under. Contact Jim Martin 717-393-3031 or 
jamesamartin@comcast.net

Sunday, January 3, 2016 Board Meeting and annual planning at the Bird-In-Hand Fire House; 
just before the underpass on HY340 east of Bird-in-Hand.  Contact 
Jim Martin 717-393-3031 or jamesamartin@comcast.net

The events above are those that KSC specifically sponsors or participates in.  There are other regional 
and local events that KSC encourages its members to participate in, such as those sponsored by 
neighboring POCI chapters.  See our website, www.kscpoci.org and select the OTHER EVENTS button 
to see the ones we know of.  Please feel free to email details of events you know of.



APRIL 25th TOUR PLANS

9:00 a.m - Meet at the Bird-in-Hand Restaurant (If you wan to eat breakfast the restaurant is open 
at 6:00 a.m.) located on HY 340 just east of the underpass at Bird-in-Hand.

9:15 - 11:30 a.m. - (Alternative for breakfast, but seating is limited) Drive to the Bird-in-Hand Bake 
Shop at 542 Gibbons Rd., Bird in Hand, PA 17505.  Directions from the restaurant: Head WEST 
from the restaurant and turn RIGHT/NORTH just before the underpass on to Beechdale Road, 
then RIGHT onto Gibbons Road.  In a short distance Gibbons turns left and then the bake shop 
will be on your LEFT.  This is the Number One bake shop in Lancaster County for pies, cakes, ice 
cream and goodies "made from scratch" using real PA Dutch recipes, the way my Grandma made 
them.

Return to Bird-in-Hand and visit the Market, Quilt Shop or Country Store on your own.    

11:30 a.m. -  Meet at the Bird-in-Hand Restaurant for lunch - Buffet or order off the Menu.

12:40 p.m. - Depart for Greenfield Industrial Park and Calvin High's collection of great cars.  This 
tour will take a minimum of 1 1/2 hours so you have plenty of time after the tour to shop at the 
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The	  Groundhog	  did	  not	  lie	  this	  year	  and	  I	  hope	  that	  "cabin	  fever"	  hasn't	  go:en	  to	  you.	  	  With	  the	  sun	  shining	  
as	  I	  write	  this,	  it	  looks	  like	  Spring	  is	  geAng	  close	  as	  we	  turn	  the	  clocks	  forward	  today.	  	  Talk	  about	  "cabin	  
fever,"	  my	  greatest	  fear	  in	  reCrement	  was	  that	  I	  would	  get	  bored	  quickly.	  	  So	  far	  that	  didn't	  happen.	  	  It's	  been	  
over	  30	  years	  since	  Elke	  and	  I	  returned	  from	  my	  last	  assignment	  in	  Germany	  and,	  as	  you	  can	  well	  imagine,	  
I've	  stored	  a	  lot	  of	  "I'll	  get	  to	  it	  later"	  projects	  that	  went	  touched.	  	  So...	  with	  Elke's	  support,	  I've	  spent	  this	  
winter	  geAng	  my	  "man	  cave"	  in	  order.	  	  Tools,	  anCque	  toys,	  Hess	  Trucks,	  Winross	  Trucks,	  nick	  knacks,	  and	  
clock,	  all	  repaired	  or	  cleaned,	  and	  put	  on	  display.	  	  But,	  I	  didn't	  get	  to	  the	  cars!	  	  They	  are	  sCll	  covered,	  with	  
trickle	  chargers	  connected,	  waiCng	  for	  my	  a:enCon.	  	  Now...	  I'm	  geAng	  ready	  for	  cleaning,	  waxing,	  checking,	  
adjusCng	  and...	  rushing	  to	  prepare	  for	  the	  car	  show	  and	  tour	  season.	  	  So	  as	  we	  approach	  Spring,	  I	  would	  
encourage	  everyone	  to	  remember	  to	  take	  some	  Cme	  and	  do	  a	  good	  inspecCon	  of	  your	  prized	  "old	  Cmer(s)"	  
so	  that	  they	  give	  you	  reliable	  and	  safe	  service	  during	  the	  coming	  summer	  months.

I	  would	  also	  like	  to	  take	  a	  moment	  to	  discuss	  something	  	  that	  may	  be	  of	  interest	  with	  regard	  to	  sourcing	  rare	  
parts.	  	  I	  began	  looking	  at	  ways	  to	  use	  modern	  technology	  to	  inexpensively	  manufacture	  rare	  or	  unavailable	  
components.	  	  Because	  there	  are	  few	  '26	  PonCacs	  remaining,	  many	  replacement	  parts	  no	  longer	  exist.	  	  Fore	  
example,	  the	  original	  horn	  bu:on	  (made	  of	  rubber)	  on	  my	  '26	  is	  as	  hard	  as	  bakelite	  and	  inoperable	  and,	  as	  
you	  can	  guess,	  there	  are	  none	  to	  be	  found.	  	  Past	  work	  experiences	  introduced	  me	  to	  the	  inexpensive,	  high-‐
tech	  world	  of	  3-‐D	  prinCng.	  	  In	  addiCon,	  I	  recently	  saw	  an	  arCcle	  about	  Jay	  Leno	  using	  that	  technology	  to	  build	  
an	  engine	  component	  for	  one	  of	  his	  rare	  cars.	  	  So	  I	  did	  some	  research,	  made	  a	  bunch	  of	  phone	  calls,	  and	  
engaged	  one	  of	  the	  engineers	  who	  previously	  worked	  for	  me	  to	  scan	  and	  develop	  an	  accurate	  design	  of	  the	  
bu:on.	  	  As	  a	  result	  of	  these	  design	  efforts,	  we	  are	  currently	  in	  the	  process	  of	  refining	  a	  "new"	  horn	  bu:on	  
that	  will	  be	  3-‐D	  printed	  using	  an	  elasCc	  polymer	  (plasCc)	  at	  a	  very	  reasonable	  cost.	  	  It	  looks	  very	  promising	  
and	  I'll	  let	  you	  know	  how	  thing	  work	  out.	  	  My	  point	  is	  that	  as	  "one-‐off"	  parts	  become	  the	  norm,	  we	  always	  
need	  to	  be	  looking	  at	  inexpensive	  ways	  to	  keep	  our	  "Nellies"	  running.	  	  Enough	  rambling	  about	  me...	  

The	  Keystone-‐POCI	  acCviCes	  for	  2015	  are	  listed	  on	  our	  website	  and	  in	  our	  newsle:er.	  	  Please	  look	  at	  the	  list	  
and	  consider	  including	  as	  many	  as	  possible	  in	  your	  family	  plans	  for	  the	  summer,	  fall,	  and	  holiday	  season.	  	  Elke	  
and	  I	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  another	  good	  year	  with	  all	  you	  great	  folks.	  	  For	  all	  Board	  members,	  please	  don't	  
forget	  to	  obtain	  items	  from	  sponsors	  for	  our	  "GM	  on	  Display"	  show.	  	  I	  also	  want	  to	  encourage	  everyone	  that	  
can,	  to	  please	  come	  out	  and	  help	  Don	  for	  this,	  our	  largest	  show.	  	  This	  show	  is	  a	  primary	  source	  of	  funds	  that	  
supports	  our	  many	  acCviCes.	  	  Please	  come,	  bring	  your	  car,	  help	  with	  registraCon	  and	  poarking,	  and	  enjoy	  the	  
day!	  	  Also,	  don't	  forget	  the	  NaConal	  POCI	  show	  at	  Louisville,	  Kentucky	  in	  July.	  	  Looks	  like	  we	  have	  quite	  a	  few	  
members	  planning	  to	  a:end	  with	  cars.	  	  We	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  that	  being	  another	  great	  show.

On	  a	  more	  serious	  note.	  	  The	  POCI	  Museum	  is	  a	  non-‐profit	  organizaCon	  that	  holds	  and	  maintains	  many	  
valuable	  arCfacts	  related	  to	  our	  Oakland's	  and	  PonCac's.	  	  It	  also	  maintains	  the	  clubs	  comprehensive	  library	  
and	  is	  a	  great	  source	  for	  almost	  anything	  related	  to	  our	  marquees.	  	  Yes,	  they	  receive	  some	  limited	  financial	  
support	  from	  the	  naConal	  club	  and	  the	  town	  of	  PonCac,	  Illinois,	  but...	  this	  very	  valuable	  resource	  does	  need	  
financial	  support	  from	  individuals.	  	  I	  would	  encourage	  everyone	  to	  consider	  a	  tax-‐deducCble	  contribuCon	  to	  
help	  with	  the	  preservaCon	  of	  this	  valuable	  asset.	  	  	  	  

Before	  closing,	  I	  want	  to	  congratulate	  Don	  Barlup	  and	  wish	  him	  good	  luck	  as	  he	  assumes	  the	  Presidency	  of	  
the	  the	  AnCque	  Automobile	  Club	  of	  America	  (AACA).	  	  I'm	  sure	  the	  worlds	  largest	  anCque	  car	  club	  will	  greatly	  
benefit	  from	  his	  wise	  counsel	  and	  leadership	  the	  same	  way	  we	  in	  the	  POCI	  world	  have.

Drive	  Safe,	  Jim	  MarCn
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SPRING TOUR

Lehigh and Keystone Valley RR Museum

If there was one word that defined everyone’s 
impression it was “detail”.  Twenty-one of us 
toured this incredible display of HO guage 
railroading.  The multi-level layout that wraps 
around the inside of the building represents all of 
the important industries, switching yards, towns, 
and landscape between Harrisburg, PA and 
Jersey City, NJ.  Most of the buildings and all the 
bridges are handcrafted from pictures and 
architectual plans/drawings.  An example is a 
replication of 3 of the 5 Bethlehem Steel blast 
furnaces, plus a number of the associated 
buildings and trackage.

Bulgari Car Collection
This private collection is a true representation of the 
collector, Nicola Bulgari, and his passion for American built 
automobiles. From his favored Buick to Cadillac, Nash, 
and Packard, among others, it is an eclectic collection of 
automobiles driven by the everyday man over the last one 
hundred years. It is comprised of restored automobiles, 
untouched originals, and "rescued" cars waiting to be 
restored. The philosophy of this collection is simple- cars 
are meant to be driven. Therefore, every car is road ready 
and can be driven and enjoyed as requested. 

Beyond the cars, the 21 acre Allentown campus where the 
automobiles are restored, maintained, and housed is 

LOTS MORE PICTURES ON OUR WEB SITE, UNDER “PHOTO GALLERY”

impressive in its own right.  Its focal point is a Pennsylvania style “barn” multi-purpose building that not only 
serves as the projection house for the functioning drive-in movie screen on the property, but is a state of the 
art venue in which events of all kinds can be hosted.  This is a key part of the educational and cultureal 
mission of the collection.  The property also boasts a driving path that connects this building with 10 other 
buildings within the gated property, each of which paly an important role in the restoration and preservation 
of the collection; a great exercise run for the cars.  Mr. Bulgari also has collections in UpState NY, Italy, 
France, and England, however most of the restoration and preservation work is done in Allentown.



6 of 9PageWinter 2015 see www.kscpoci.org for events, photos, and much more



7 of 9PageSpring 2015 see www.kscpoci.org for events, photos, and much more

Little Known Facts about Pontiacs – Number 2 
by Bill McIntosh

Do you know what the first Pontiac motor car was?  Every diehard Pontiac devotee would likely say: “Of 
course, the 1926 Pontiac.”  Well the answer is not necessarily so.  The 1926 Pontiac was the first Pontiac to be 
offered by General Motors as a sister car to the Oakland.  As it turns out, the first commercially sold Pontiac 
motor car was the 1908 model produced by the Pontiac Motor Vehicle Company, a division of the Pontiac 
Spring and Wagon Works.

 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Advertisement for the 1908 Pontiac

Not to be confused with the Pontiac Buggy Company (incorporated by Edward Murphy in 1893 and ultimately 
morphed into the Oakland Motor Company), the first Pontiac was produced by the Pontiac Spring and Wagon 
Works (incorporated in July 1899 by Albert G. North and Harry G. Hamilton).  Reportedly (but not confirmed 
in my research) by 1905 Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works had taken over the manufacturing of the Rapid Truck 
from the Rapid Motor Vehicle Company having been introduced two years earlier.  In 1907, they decided to 
produce an automobile.

The first Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works automobile, simply named "The Pontiac,” was introduced that fall.  
It was a high-wheeler weighing 1,000 pounds and powered by a two-cylinder water-cooled 12 h.p. engine.  A 
prototype was displayed in October 1907 at an exhibition sponsored by the Carriage Dealers' Association in 
New York City's Grand Central Palace.  In December of the same year, several of the new Pontiacs were 
exhibited at the Chicago Automobile Show.  The new Pontiac was well received by the press.  The car featured 
final drive by double chain and a friction transmission.  The wheelbase was 70 inches, front wheels 38 inches, 
with 40-inch wheels in the rear, and solid rubber tires. The first deliveries were apparently made in early 1908.

An early Pontiac advertisement claimed that this automobile was "The Car That's Built to Get There".  The 
Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works announced that they would build buggy-type automobiles in three models: a 
runabout (shown below), a surrey and a vehicle design especially for farmers’ use.  These automobiles were to 
be placed on the market for the 1908 season.  The price was set at $650 with a roof and $600 without.

continued on next page
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Estimates have been made that between 40 and 50 1908 Pontiacs were built, but certainly less than 100 in total. 

So, you may be wondering, whatever happened to The Pontiac Motor Vehicle Company?  As it turns out, 
sometime during the inaugural year of the new car, the owners of the Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works sold the 
company to the Motorcar Company of Detroit, the maker of the Cartercar.  The Motorcar Company of Detroit 
subsequently moved its operations to Pontiac into the old Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works facilities and 
renamed the company The Cartercar Company.  While the Cartercar Company announced it would continue to 
build the Pontiac motor car, they did not.   And, about a year later in November 1909, General Motors bought 
The Cartercar Company for $350,000.00. 

A Restored 1908 Pontiac – Note that 
the original high wheels have been 
replaced

’49 3spd 6 with 950 
original miles in

the Bulgari Collection

Now this is what you call 
a PROJECT!!
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Keystone State Chapter Membership Information
For general information, contact Richard Stover at 

kscpociinfo@gmail.com

For Pontiac-Oakland Club International information
write:  POCI; P.O. Box 68 ; Maple Plain, MN 55359 ; or
call: 877-368-3454; or email: pociworldhq@aol.com or 

check the website www.poci.org.  Annual POCI dues are 
$35.00 and includes a high quality monthly magazine.

Annual Chapter dues are $15.00 payable in January.  
It is recommended that you be a member of the 

P.O.C.I. along with being a member of the Keystone 
State Chapter.  Send dues payable to KSC-POCI, 

c/o Brenda Steinhauer; 48 Shillington Rd; 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

Return Address:  
Richard Stover
262 Watergate Dr.
Langhorne, PA 19053
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